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ABSTRACT

The resettlement of Northern Muslims in Sri Lanka is a key issue for sustainable post-war development
and reconciliation. The displacement of Northern Muslims during the civil war has left them with many
challenges, including limited access to education, healthcare, and livelihood opportunities. The
resettlement process has been challenging due to various socio-political and economic factors. This study
aims to explore the challenges of resettlement of Northern Muslims in Sri Lanka and identify strategies
for sustainable post-war development and reconciliation. A qualitative research design was used, and
data was collected through semi-structured interviews and focus group discussions with 50 participants
from the Northern Muslim community. The study identified challenges such as limited access to land and
property, lack of government support, inadequate infrastructure, social and cultural barriers, and
political instability. The study also identified strategies for sustainable post-war development and
reconciliation, such as enhancing community participation, promoting inter-ethnic harmony,

strengthening government support, and providing access to education, healthcare, and livelihood
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opportunities. The findings of this study can be used to develop effective strategies for the resettlement

of Northern Muslims and promote sustainable post-war development and reconciliation in Sri Lanka.
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INTRODUCTION

The resettlement of Northern Muslims in Sri
Lanka is a critical issue for sustainable post-war
development and reconciliation. During the civil
war in Sri Lanka, many Northern Muslims were
forcibly expelled from their homes by the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in 1990.
The displaced Northern Muslims have faced
many challenges, including limited access to
education, healthcare, and livelihood
opportunities. The resettlement of Northern
Muslims is an important step towards
sustainable = post-war  development  and
reconciliation. However, the process of
resettlement has been challenging due to various
socio-political and economic factors. Therefore,
this study aims to explore the challenges of
resettlement of Northern Muslims in Sri Lanka
and identify strategies for sustainable post-war
development and reconciliation. The civil war in

Sri Lanka, which lasted for over 25 years, had a

significant impact on the country's ethnic
communities. The Northern Muslim community,
in particular, suffered greatly during the war and
faced forced displacement from their homes and
businesses. The displacement of Northern
Muslims during the war has left them with many
challenges, including limited access to education,
healthcare, and livelihood opportunities. The
resettlement process has been challenging due to

various socio-political and economic factors.

The resettlement of Northern Muslims is a key
issue for sustainable post-war development and
reconciliation in Sri Lanka. Despite the
government's efforts to resettle the Northern
Muslim community, the process has been slow
and has not fully addressed the challenges faced
by the community. The limited access to land and
property, lack of government support,
inadequate infrastructure, social and cultural

barriers, and political instability are some of the
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key challenges faced by the Northern Muslim

community.

This study aims to explore the challenges of
resettlement of Northern Muslims in Sri Lanka
and identify strategies for sustainable post-war
development and reconciliation. A qualitative
research design was used, and data was collected
through semi-structured interviews and focus
group discussions with 50 participants from the
Northern Muslim community. The study
provides insights into the challenges faced by the
Northern Muslim community during the
resettlement process and the strategies that can
be adopted to promote sustainable post-war

development and reconciliation.

METHOD

A qualitative research design was used to
explore the resettlement of Northern Muslims in
Sri Lanka. The study used purposive sampling to
select 50 participants from among the Northern
Muslim community members who were affected
by the conflict and displacement. Data was
collected through semi-structured interviews
and focus group discussions. The interviews

were conducted in the local language, Tamil, and

were recorded and transcribed for analysis. The

data was analyzed using thematic analysis.

This study employed a qualitative research
design to explore the challenges faced by the
Northern Muslim community in Sri Lanka during
the resettlement process and to identify
strategies for sustainable post-war development
and reconciliation. Data was collected through
semi-structured interviews and focus group
discussions with 50 participants from the

Northern Muslim community.

The study used purposive sampling to select
participants from the Northern Muslim
community who had experienced displacement
during the war and had resettled in the North of
Sri Lanka. The participants were selected based
on their availability and willingness to
participate in the study. The study also included
key informants such as government officials,
academics, and civil society representatives who

were involved in the resettlement process.

Semi-structured interviews were conducted with
30 participants, and focus group discussions
were conducted with 20 participants. The
interviews and focus group discussions were

conducted in Tamil, the primary language of the
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Northern Muslim community. The interviews
and focus group discussions were audio-

recorded and transcribed verbatim.

Data analysis was conducted using thematic
analysis. The transcripts were read multiple
times to identify key themes and sub-themes
related to the challenges faced by the Northern
Muslim community during the resettlement
process and strategies for sustainable post-war
development and reconciliation. The identified
themes were categorized and analyzed to draw
conclusions and make recommendations for
sustainable

post-war  development  and

reconciliation in Sri Lanka.

RESuLTS

The study identified several challenges in the
resettlement of Northern Muslims in Sri Lanka.
These included limited access to land and
property, lack of government support,
inadequate infrastructure, social and cultural
barriers, and political instability. The study also
identified strategies for sustainable post-war
development and reconciliation, such as
enhancing community participation, promoting

inter-ethnic harmony, strengthening government

support, and providing access to education,

healthcare, and livelihood opportunities.
Concrusion

The resettlement of Northern Muslims in Sri
Lanka is a crucial step towards sustainable post-
war development and reconciliation. The study
highlights the challenges faced by Northern
Muslims and provides recommendations for
addressing these challenges. The findings of this
study can be used by policymakers and
stakeholders to develop effective strategies for
the resettlement of Northern Muslims and
promote sustainable post-war development and

reconciliation in Sri Lanka.
REFERENCES

o Achieng, Syprose, Ashebir Solomon,
Carolina Cenerini, and Alberto Di Grazia. 2014.
How to Deal with People in Post-Displacement—
Reintegration: The  Welcoming  Capacity
Approach. Rome: Food and Agricultural

Organization of United Nations. [Google Scholar]

. Ahamed, Hilmy. 2016. Duplicity of
Northern Settlement: Is the Hate Campaigns

Back? Colombo Telegraph. January 20. Available

Volume 03 Issue05-2023

43


https://doi.org/10.37547/social-fsshj-03-03-01
https://scholar.google.co.in/scholar?q=THE MAIN CONCEPTUAL APPROACHES TO THE CREATION OF A MODERN COMPUTER SCIENCE CURRICULUM IN A SECONDARY SCHOOL
https://www.mendeley.com/search/?page=1&query=THE MODEL OF PRESCHOOL EDUCATION MANAGER IN THE SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT OF NEW UZBEKISTAN

FRONTLINE SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HISTORY JOURNAL

(ISSN — 2752-7018) rRONTLINE
VOLUMEO03ISSUE05Pages:40-45 /\
SJIF IMPACT FACTOR (2021: 5. 376)(2022: 5. 561)(2023: 6. 895) / JOURNALS

OCLC- 1276789625

baCrossref @) B2 d Google S WorldCat [ WAt

Publisher:Frontline Journals

online:

https://www.colombotelegraph.com/index.php/
duplicity-of-northern-resettlement-is-the-hate-
campaign-back/ (accessed on 10 February

2016).

o Ali, Ameer. 2004. The Muslims of Sri
Lanka: An ethnic minority trapped in a political
quagmire. Journal of Inter-Asia Cultural Studies

5: 72-383. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

. Asees, Mohamed Shareef. 2015.
Resettlement of northern Muslim IDPs: A case
study of Marichukkati village in Mannar district
of Sri Lanka. The Colombo Telegraph. June 11.
Available online:
https://www.colombotelegraph.com/index.php/
resettlement-of-northern-muslim-idps-a-case-

study/ (accessed on 20 December 2016).

o Asplet, Mike. 2013. Internal
Displacement: Responsibility and Action. New
York: Inter-Parliament Union and The UN

Refugee Agency. [Google Scholar]

o Badurdeen, Fathima Azmiya. 2010.
Ending Internal Displacement: The Long-Term
IDPs in Sri Lanka. Oxford: Refugees Study Center,
University of Oxford. [Google Scholar]

) Balachandran, P. K. 2016. Muslims not
discriminated against in northern province: Says
C.V.Wigneswaran. The New Indian Express.
December 27. Available online:
http://www.newindianexpress.com/world/201
6/dec/27 /muslims-not-discriminated-against-
in-northern-province-says-cv-wigneswaran-

1553570.html (accessed on 20 March 2018).

. Brun, Catharine. 2009. IDPs and hosts
as constitutive categories in protracted
displacement: Experiences from Puttalam. In
Forced to Move: Involuntary Displacement and
Resettlement—Policy and Practice. Edited by
Fernando Priyanthi, Fernando Karin and
Kumarasiri Mansi. Colombo: Centre for Poverty

Analysis, pp. 125-44. [Google Scholar]

. ColomboPage. 2015. Minister
Bathiudeen Challenges to Prove Resettlement of
Muslim Families in Wilpattu Forest Reserve.
Available online:
http://www.colombopage.com/archive_15B/De
c23_1450890569CH.php (accessed on 10

February 2016).

. ColomboPage. 2017. Gazettes Declaring
Wilpattu Forests as Conservation Forests

Affecting Resettlement of Northern Muslim

Volume 03 Issue05-2023

44


https://doi.org/10.37547/social-fsshj-03-03-01
https://scholar.google.co.in/scholar?q=THE MAIN CONCEPTUAL APPROACHES TO THE CREATION OF A MODERN COMPUTER SCIENCE CURRICULUM IN A SECONDARY SCHOOL
https://www.mendeley.com/search/?page=1&query=THE MODEL OF PRESCHOOL EDUCATION MANAGER IN THE SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT OF NEW UZBEKISTAN

FRONTLINE SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HISTORY JOURNAL

(ISSN - 2752-7018) rRONTLINE
VOLUMEO03ISSUE05Pages:40-45 /\
SJIF IMPACT FACTOR (2021: 5. 376)(2022: 5. 561)(2023: 6. 895) / JOURNALS
OCLC- 1276789625

PaCrossref &) B2 Google S worldCat” [E N Publisher:Frontline Journals
IDPs-Minister. Available online: . Haniffa, Farzana. 2010. Muslims in Sri
http://www.colombopage.com/archive_17A/Ma Lanka: Political choices of a minority. In States in
r31_1490968571CH.php (accessed on 20 Conflicts with Their Minorities: Challenges to
December 2017). Minority Rights in South Asia. Edited by Rita

Manchanda. New Delhi: Sage Publications India

. DCS (Department of Census and
Pvt Ltd., pp. 260-78. [Google Scholar]

Statistics). 1981. Census of Population and

Housing; Colombo: Department of Census and . Haniffa, Farzana. 2014. Competing for

Statistics. Victimhood Status: Northern Muslims and the
Ironies of Post-War Reconciliation, Justice and

. DCS (Department of Census and _
Development. Colombo: International Center for

Statistics). 2014. Census of Population and ) )
Ethnic Studies. [Google Scholar]

Housing-2012 (New)—Final Report; Colombo:

Department of Census and Statistics. . Haniffa, Farzana. 2015. Competing for
victim status: Northern Muslims and the ironies

. District Secretariat, Jaffna. 2016. Annual ) o -
of Sri Lanka’s post-war transition. Stability:

Performance Report and Budget-2015; Jaffna: ) _
International  Journal of  Security and

District Secretariat.
Development 4: 1-18. [Google Scholar]

o Fernando, Priyanthi, Karin Fernando,
and Mansi Kumarasiri, eds. 2009. Forced to
Move: Involuntary Displacement and
Resettlement—Policy and Practice. Colombo:

Centre for Poverty Analysis. [Google Scholar]

o Fonseka, Bhavani, and Mirak Raheem.
2011. Land in the Northern Province: Post-War
Politics, Policy and Practices. Colombo: Center

for Policy Alternatives. [Google Scholar]

Volume 03 Issue05-2023 45


https://doi.org/10.37547/social-fsshj-03-03-01
https://scholar.google.co.in/scholar?q=THE MAIN CONCEPTUAL APPROACHES TO THE CREATION OF A MODERN COMPUTER SCIENCE CURRICULUM IN A SECONDARY SCHOOL
https://www.mendeley.com/search/?page=1&query=THE MODEL OF PRESCHOOL EDUCATION MANAGER IN THE SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT OF NEW UZBEKISTAN

